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INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS’ DAY MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.03 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house about the International Firefighters’ Day memorial service that I had the honour 
of attending on Sunday, 7 May. The memorial service is held by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
at Kings Park every year to recognise the extraordinary sacrifice that career and volunteer firefighters make, putting 
themselves in danger to protect our communities. It is also a time to remember the firefighters who have tragically 
fallen in their quest to keep our community safe. The memorial is fittingly held on the closest Sunday in May to 
the feast day of St Florian, the patron saint of firefighters at the Firefighters’ Memorial Grove. I was particularly 
honoured to stand with firefighters and their families alongside 200 community members at what can only be for 
many a painful time of remembrance of the loss of a loved one. 

The service pays personal recognition to each of our fallen firefighters by a reading of the names and a wreath 
laying. The calling of the names of the 25 career fire and rescue firefighters, six volunteer fire and rescue 
firefighters, 24 volunteer bush fire firefighters and 11 Department of Parks and Wildlife firefighters who lost their 
lives followed by the ringing of a brass bell was especially moving. At the service I took the opportunity to pass 
on the appreciation of the government and the people of Western Australia for the work of our firefighters. 

The Firefighters’ Memorial Grove is a special place to honour the contribution of our firefighters. There are 
a number of elements positioned within the grove, but none more symbolic than the statue of two firefighters in 
a reflective pose, symbolising the camaraderie and the daily sacrifices made by career officers and volunteers. 
I urge all members of Parliament to make an attempt to attend this important ceremony to recognise the 
Western Australians who gave their lives to protect our community. 

In closing, we should do all that we can to encourage communities to be as well prepared as we can be in facing 
our natural threats. This service is a heartfelt reminder of the ultimate sacrifice paid by a few, and family, friends 
and colleagues can take some comfort in knowing that we stand with them in sharing their loss. 
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